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D E S C R I B E  THE P R C S E N T  &ND O H I G I N A L  f i T k n o % ~ n J  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R * N C E  

S i t u a t c d  above Hays Creek i n  t h e  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  of  t h e  Valley of 
V i r g i n i a ,  Brownsburg i s  the c e n t r a l  coinnunity of  the  surrounding a r e a  and 
has n o t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  changed i n  s i z e  o r  appearance s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  
twen t i e th  century .  On t h e  south  t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  approached through a 
p i c tu resque  avenue of maple t r e e s  s e v e r a l  miles  long, but  t h e  no r th ,  e a s t  
and west  roads run  a c r o s s  t h e  open f i e l d s  and h i l l s .  The town was l a i d  oue 
i n  l o t s  wi th  a  main s t r e e t  and i n t e r s e c t i n g  al leyways,  and a l though mny  of 
the a l l e y s  have been c losed  o f f  i n  r ecen t  yea r s  i t  has  r e t a i n e d  t h a t  basic  
form. The t r e e - l i n e d  main s t r e e t  is  now s t a t e  r o u t e  252 and i s  crossed on 
a n  eas t -wes t  a x i s  by county rou te  724. 

Most o f  t h e  bu i ld ings  i n  the  v i l l a g e  d a t e  from one of  two periods- 
the  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  n ine teen th  century  and t h e  period 1870-1910. The 
p reva len t  mode i s  a n  unembellished "val ley Federal"  s t y l e ,  found i n  both 
frame and b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and b u i l t  from the e a r l y  t o  t h e  mid-nineteenth 
century .  Although these  s t r u c t u r e s  show elements of  f o r m 1  s t y l e s ,  they 
a r e  b a s i c a l l y  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  outgrowths of  t h e  ve rnacu la r  expression of 
t h e  a r e a .  These bu i ld ings  take  t h e  form of a  two-story,  t h r e e  t o  five-bay 
r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  r e a r  e l l  o r  ' T '  a d d i t i o n ,  molded b r i c k  cornice,  
gable  roof  and ex te r io r - end  chimneys. The most common f l o o r  p lan  i s  e i the  
the  c e n t r a l  h a l l  o r  the  ha l l - and-pa r lo r  plan.  Many of  t h e  frame dwellings 
have a  s ing le -pen  o r  a  d o g t r o t  l og  c o r e ,  which, f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  a r e  
covered by c lapboard ,  o r  occas iona l ly  by sh ing le .  The houses of  t h i s  

1 I 

e a r l i e r  per iod  a r e  o f t e n  d i s t ingu i shed  by handsome, f i n e l y  d e t a i l e d  i n t e r i o r  
woodwork. Severa l  elements appear ing  i n  t h e  Brownsburg dwel l ings  a r e  1 
unusual i n  t h e  l o c a l  bu i ld ing  t r a d i t i o n .  These inc lude  a  s imple crow- i 
stepped gable  a s  on t h e  Carson and McChesney Houses, and a  f l o o r  p lan  con- 1 
s i s t i n g  of  two rooms on one s i d e  of  a  broad h a l l .  

The o t h e r  p r e v a i l i n g  type,  popular  i n  t h e  town's l a t e r  period of , 
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  u s u a l l l y  t akes  one of two forms. The f i r s t  i s  a  t h r e e  o r  I 

f ive-bay two-story r ec t angu la r  frame bu i ld ing  w i t h  end chimneys, gable roof / 
and c r o s s  gables .  The o t h e r  i s  a  three-bay square  frame house wi th  a  
c e n t r a l  chimney. , 2 L .  .? i I 

The twen t i e th  cen tu ry  a l s o  saw some u t i l i z a t i o n  of  s tucco  con- i 
s t r u c t i o n ;  s e v e r a l  housesand a bank i n  t h i s  mode d a t e  from t h e  second decadc!. 
Other  twen t i e th  cen tu ry  bu i ld ings  a r e  non- re s iden t i a l .  The former funeral ' i p a r l o r  in  t h e  sou th  end of t h e  town now s e r v e s  a s  t h e  gene ra l  s t o r e .  On 
t h e  h i l l  t o  the  west  of t h e  main s t r e e t ,  f ac ing  t h e  town's only  block, i s  ' 

I 
t h e  b r i c k  school ,  b u i l t  i n  1938, and t h e  Asbury Methodist Church, a  weathered 
frame s t r u c t u r e .  I 

I Although i t  once was a  busy r u r a l  c e n t e r ,  Brownsburg i s  now a lmost ,  
e n t i r e l y  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  v i l l a g e  wi th  p l a c i d  s t r e e t s  and p l e a s a n t  yards.  I 

Business a c t i v i t y  i n  Rockbridge County has s h i f t e d  from t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  but 
! 
i 

many of t h i s  town's combination s to re /dwe l l ings  r e t a i n  t h e i r  e a r l y  s t o r e  I 
f r o n t s .  The remaining handful  of commercial bu i ld ings  a r e  in terspersed  1 
among t h e  dwel l ings .  ! 

I 
G.P.H. I 
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Thc sma l l  town of  Brownsburg remains l a r g e l y  unchanged s i n c e  t h e  l a t e 1  
n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  and provides a n  e x c e l l e n t  p i c t u r e  of  a t y p i c a l  e a r l y  
Valley v i l l a g c  i n  a well-preserved s t a t e .  Although t h e  town was once 
more prosperous and e n e r g e t i c ,  the  mainstream of Valley a c t i v i t y  bypassed 
Brownsburg when both t h e  Valley Branch of  t h e  Baltimore and Ohio Railroad 
of  1880, and t h e  modern U.S. Route 11 were loca ted  s e v e r a l  mi les  e a s t  of  
t h e  community. As a r e s u l t  Brownsburg has  remained somnolently s e t t l e d  i n  
appearance f o r  t h e  p a s t  seventy  y e a r s ,  and has r e t a ined  most of i t s  e a r l y -  
n inc teen th  cen tu ry  dwel l ings  and suppor t ing  s t r u c t u r e s .  Today, t h e  town 
i s  p r imar i ly  a r e s i d e n t i a l  community. 

Legal ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1793, Brownsburg was l a i d  o u t  on t h e  lands of 
Robert Wardlaw and Samuel McChesney. Brown was a common name among the  
a r e a ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s ,  bu t  i t  is n o t  known f o r  which p a r t i c u l a r  Brown o r  
family of Browns t h e  town was named. By 1835 t h e  town was a hub of 
a c t i v i t y ,  con ta in ing  about  twenty dwel l ings ,  t h r e e  s t o r e s ,  two shoe f a c t o r i e s ,  
t h r e e  whcelwrights,  two blacksmith shops,  two t a i l o r s ,  a tanyard ,  a 
s add le ry ,  a cabinet-maker,  a ca rpen te r ,  a h a t t e r ,  a g r i s t  m i l l  and a 
commercial f l o u r  i l l i l l .  Ten yea r s  l a t e r ,  Brownsburg had grown t o  inc lude  
t h i r t y  dwel l ings .  The town a l s o  was noted du r ing  many yea r s  i n  t h e  n ine-  
t e e n t h  cen tu ry  f o r  a s e r i e s  of f i n e  p r i v a t e  schools .  Although t h e  s t age -  
l i n e  from Staunton t o  Lexington o r i g i n a l l y  r a n  through Brownsburg, t h e  
b u i l d i n g  of  t h e  r a i l r o a d  away from the  town caused i t  slowly t o  l o s e  i t s  
commercial e n t e r p r i s e s .  However, a n  except ion  occurred i n  the  l a t e -  
n ine teen th  cen tu ry  when t h e  Wilburn Saddle,  a type of  reminiscent  of  t h e  
cava l ry  o f f i c e r ' s  s add le  and used throughout t h e  Valley,  was manufactured 
the re .  
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DEE~NINO A R E C T  

C I T Y  O R  T O W N :  

A s  the designated State Liaison Officer for the NH- 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic  L a w  

89465). 1 hereby nominate th is  property for inclusion 

in  the National Register and 'ce;lif$ that i t  has  been 

11 Date 

I hereby certify that th is  p r o p r t y  is included in the 

National Register.  

according to the  criteria and procedres Set 

forth by the National Perk Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

~ a t i o n a l  0 Stete a LOcsl 

Chief, ofArcheoloBy e n d ~ i s t o r i c  PreservetiM 
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Junius R. Fishburne,  D i r e c t o r  
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Va. H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
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